RESOLUTION OF THE PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY

HISTORICAL COMMISSION


WHEREAS, the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century Town of Buckland and the 1863 “Buckland Races” Civil War battlefield (hereinafter collectively “Buckland”) have significant historical value that is worth researching, documenting and preserving; and


WHEREAS, the ever increasing volume of traffic utilizing Routes 29 (Lee Highway) and 215 (Vint Hill Road) through this significant historical area is a serious impediment to efforts to research, document, and preserve the history and cultural landscape of Buckand; and


WHEREAS, the construction of two grade separated interchanges planned for the current intersection locations of Vint Hill Road/Route 29 and Route 15/Route 29 would preclude efforts to research, document and preserve the historical significance and cultural landscape of Buckland; and


WHEREAS, the adopted Comprehensive Plan for Prince William County recommends the study of a “Buckland Bypass,” (sometimes referred to as the “Vint Hill Connector”) located to the west of the historical area, which would provide alternate access between Route 29 and I-66, thereby greatly reducing traffic on Routes 29 through Buckland and Gainesville, and Route 15 through the Haymarket area; and


WHEREAS, the adopted Comprehensive Plan for Prince William County identifies a 16 acre parcel of land (GPIN No. 7296-09-2943) as a historical marker and gateway site; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Prince William County Historical Commission does hereby determine and resolve:

1.     That the Buckland area is rich in historical, architectural and archaeological resources, thereby presenting a unique opportunity for historic preservation within Prince William County.

            2.          That in order to research document and preserve both the history and the cultural landscape for Buckland, significant historical preservation efforts are warranted.

            3.       That Prince William County, Fauquier County and the Virginia Department of Transportation should study methods to significantly reduce the amount of traffic utilizing Routes 29 and 215 through the Buckland historic area.

            4.       Than the grade separated interchanges planned for the existing Route 15/Route 29 and the Route 215/Route 29 intersections should not be built and all references to them should be deleted from the adopted Comprehensive Plans for Prince William County and Fauquier County.

            5.       Than Prince William County should assist the Buckland Preservation Society, Inc. in establishing a Civic War battlefield marker, a Warrenton Turnpike/Crozet Bridge marker, and other historical markers at a “pull-off” site on the 16 acre parcel identified as GPIN Parcel No. 7296-09-2943.
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