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1. How do you define open space?

View responses to this question

Total Respondents 99
(skipped this question) 17

2. How do you use open space?

View responses to this question
Total Respondents 101
(skipped this question) 15

3. How often?

Response Response
Total Percent

1-5 0] 0%
6-10 6 6%0
11-20 15 15%6
21-50 24 24%
More than 50 times a year 56 55%0
Total Respondents 101

(skipped this question) 15
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Survey Results -- Overview
What type of open space is more important to you?

. Active Recreation (for example athletic fields, recreation centers, and pools).
. Passive Recreation (hiking, walking, and bike riding).
4. . Critical or rare habitat, watersheds, forests, and wetlands.
. Viewsheds or vistas.
. Historic sites (historic houses and archaeology sites).

Response Response

Total Percent
Active Recreation 7 7%
Passive Recreation 33 31%
Critical Habitat 22 21%
Viewsheds/Vistas 6 6%0
Historic Sites 1 1%

Other, please specify 36 3496
Total Respondents 105
(skipped this question) 11

5. What are the second most important characteristics of open space?

Response Response
Total Percent

Active Recreation 9 9%
Passive Recreation 35 35%
Critical Habitat 32 32%
Viewsheds/Vistas 8 8%
Historic Sites 8 8%

Other, please specify 9 9%
Total Respondents 101
(skipped this question) 15

©. What are the third most important characteristics of open space?

Response Response
Total Percent

Active Recreation 14 14%0
Passive Recreation 9 9%
Critical Habitat 15 15%0
Viewsheds/Vistas 23 23%
Historic Sites 27 28%0

Other, please specify 10 10%6
Total Respondents 98
(skipped this question) 18
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/. Gender
Response Response
Total Percent
Male 28 28%
Female 73 72%

Total Respondents 101
(skipped this question) 15

Response
Average

View responses to this question 47.4
Total Respondents 103
(skipped this question) 13

O. Zip Code
Response
Average
View responses to this question 22,893.0
Total Respondents 103
(skipped this question) 13

10 If you would like to be contacted regarding future parks and open space meetings. Please provide us with your
* hame and e-mail address.

Response Response
Total Percent

Name: 66 85%
Email Address: 67 86%

Total Respondents 67
(skipped this question) 49

Your Organization Name Here
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Survey Results -- Details

Parks and Open Space Survey

Respondents: 116 Status:
Launched 11/28/2005 Closed Date:
Date:
1 How do you define open space? -
. Response
1. Large areas of land not developed for housing,commercial, etc.
Space absent commercial development. Space used for traditional single family livelihood such as
farming, living off the fruits and bounty of the land. Space preserved for recreation and enjoying the
2, natural beauty, with minimum
development for access.
3. A forest where you can walk for 15 minutes without seeing houses, or hearing cars.
Forest and lawn areas, natural habitat
4. No cars or roads, no motorized vehicles.
An undeveloped, undisturbed area where | can go either alone or with my kids to enjoy and
experience nature. This includes places for fishing, hiking, and mountain biking. It needs to include
5. an area for picnicing, with tables and
benches.
I define Open Space in terms of both external open space and internal open space. External Open
Space consists of those areas that are devoid of structures, development and utilities that are
suitable for outdoor parks and recreation activities such as hiking, biking, ball playing, kite flying,
jogging, fishing, hunting, etc. External open spaces also include environmental protection areas and
watershed areas. Basically open areas contain no housing, shopping, powerline, gas lines, etc. and
include an adequate buffer zones between such development.
6. ] P
Internal Open Space consists of small treed or grassed or landscape areas within a housing or
shopping developement which conveys a message that the area is not overcrowded. This means
adequate separation between houses and buildings, adequate setback distance from streets and
utilities, and adequate separation buffers between facing homes or businesses located on adjacent
streets.
7. Space that is non-commercial and is available for leisure-type and recreational activities.
8. Open areas for the purpose of playing, whether kids playing or sports.

Open space could be different things in different situations. For instance one definition could be
9. undeveloped land, another could be an open field or area like a soccer or other athletic field or just
an area providing a nice view.

10. Any areas without residential or commercial development.
11. Publicly accessible.

For me, open space means areas free of the clutter of buildings and the noise of traffic. A place

12. - -
where one can enjoy nature, peace and quiet.

areas designated for preservation as farmland, historic sites, forest and parks, within which no
commercial, residential and other forms of development may be done.

13.
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Wooded areas and developed natural spaces such as parks, walking paths, recreational areas. It is
also areas for natural habitats, streams, etc.

Land in its natural state. Typically trees, grass, wildlife, etc. with some limited public facilities like
rest rooms possibly.

parks, forrests, farms

Land/water/air free of home and business construction. (I say "air" b/c I am not just talking about
building footprints, but how high they go, too!) I guess that my definition of open space includes
green space.

Land not covered with housing plans or shopping centers.

Open space is a large park, land that is not being used by man for commercial use or housing,
somewhere one can see grass and trees, a place where a dog or child can run, land that is saved for
conservation, a bird sancutary, a dog park, a park like Burke Lake, state parks, federal parks,
preserving the enviroment, etc.

"Natural" - could be wooded or open fields or a mix. Does not have to be a large area - can be a
development with large lots not postage stamps where trees, brush and yes, landscaping combine to
make walking or biking more in step with birds etc. than just house fronts.

Space unoccupied by any buildings or improvements and undedicated to any purpose (including
recreation). This is a very strict definition. A looser definition would include parks and recreation
areas.

It is untouched land with natural habitat which breaks up the urban landscape of houses and
buildings.

An open space is a place you can go to enjoy nature. It is nice to go somewhere where you can not
see houses or stores and hear very minimal traffic noise.

Space unoccupied by commercial or residential structures
where ever | can find a horse trail
Ball fields, equestrian rings, trails - for people, horses or bicycles

Open space is an area of land that is valued for natural processes and wildlife, for agricultural and
sylvan production, and active and passive recreation and/or for providing other public benefits.

open land notimproved

Open space is space (land) for the public and their use, walking, hiking, running, picinicing, cycling,
horseback riding, and team sports. This space is dedicated to the public unconditionally and will
never be used for roads, housing, infrastructure.

Provide equestrian trails as well as hiking trails

Open space is space that is free of roads, buildings and is open to the public to use for hiking, biking,
horseback riding, etc

The no poeple living on or working in space.
No development in sight, just a path to ride my horse. Trees, open fields, no roads/cars.
grass, trees, any place that doesn't have a subdivision or asphalt on it

Open space is land in it's natural state available to use and enjoy by all as it can be used IN IT"S
NATURAL STATE, or with as little disturbance as possible. Open space is NOT golf courses, soccer or
baseball fields or pools. It IS hiking, biking, picnicing and trails for equestrian use.

Space that is not developed and still has natural characteristics that are not disturbed.
All of the above but to include horse riding.

Land that has not been "developed"
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As space not crammed with so many houses! | play golf but usually go outside of Prince William to
do so to get away from gated communities and their unreasonably high price tags.

I also have horses on my property and because of traffic, | now have to trailer my horses to ride
(usually outside of Prince William County). Please provide safe, open spaces for people to ride their
horses within the county. We're becoming a mockery to the rest of the state. Rita Mae Brown, well
known author and equestrienne who lives in Afton, calls this area "Occupied Virgina". How sad.

Open space should involve preservation of the land in it's natural state (i.e., allowing at least 50% of
the space to remain or return to a natural forest, meadow, wetland, etc.) while setting aside some
smaller portion for community recreation, such a trail system (walking, biking, and horseback
riding), a limited number of athletic fields (both for human and equine sports), and picnic areas and
playgrounds.

Large areas set aside for non development

Open space is a place where | can ride my horse and other people can enjoy walking, jogging and
playing sports.

Space that is free of buildings and roads.
I define open space as land that has not been developed commercially.

Large tracts of land-fields or forets-that are essentially endeveloped, i.e., other than trails, there are
no man-made structures. The vegetation may be managed for improved wildlife habitat.

Fields, forrested areas, natural-surface trails, parks.

Space useable for multiple activities including hiking,games playing, equestrian activities such as trail
riding, ring work and competitions.

Preservation of viewsheds or historic vistas, historic and archaeology sites, and cemeteries,
Preservation of sensitive environments, stream valleys, farmland,

Preservation of watersheds for drinking,

Preservation of forests for clean air,

Preservation of land for passive recreation, such as HORSE RIDING, hiking

Preservation of land for active recreation, such as EQUESTRIAN COMPETITION

No asphalt parking or street lights. Clusters of shade trees in wide open fields of wildflowers and
grass. No ugly "man-made" structures. Quiet, peaceful, off the main road.

Unencumbered by asphalt...lots of trees and trails
Preservation of land for Horseback riding & trails throughout the community.

Open space is land that is set aside from residential/commercial developement. The land allows
citizens to get away from stress and to learn and enjoy the enviroment. Natural trails for horse back
riding are basically non existent in PWC. The Nokesville areas growth is based on equistrian home
sites. The Nokesville park has a trail that is about 1-2 miles. These trails could be used for both
horseback riding and hiking-EX: Manassas Battlefield trails.

Primarily undeveloped or at the most, minimally developed fields and forests that are left primarily
as an unimproved land bank. Think of the Manassas Battlefield.

Undeveloped natural space used to preserve areas or provide a natural environment for hiking or
equestrian trails.

Space that is accessible to the greatest numbers of users and as many varied activities and interests
that preserve the land and the heritage of the area.

LAND THAT IS RESERVED FOR HORSES TO BE RIDDEN AND ENJOYED BY THE TAX PAYERS OF P.W.C
Land that is undeveloped

Space that allows undisturbed growth of native plants, provides habitat for animals, and preserves
land and historically significant areas (including things like graveyards and old buildings). This space
can be used by human beings if it is not disturbed.
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Open space is area where anyone can enter, use for personal recreation, social recreation -
preferably with trees, grass, some facilities - but generally an area to escape from the concrete,
roads, hustle bustle of the everyday life.

fields and woods mixtures largerly uninterrupted by roads and man made structures
No roads, no construction of buildings

a place where people can get together with their horses and friends.

natural land areas with no development

Land that is used for non-commercial purposes. It can be used for recreation or left just wild and
natural.

Property(fields and wooded areas alike) which has not been changed over the years and is "open" for
all to enjoy. Especially property that includes trails for equestrians.

Areas on which | can ride my horses
land for passive recreation, such as horseback riding, hiking, walking and bike riding

Large numbers of contiguous acres of land that are not, and can never be, developed in any manner
whatsoever. Open space contains equestrian trails, streams, forests, meadows, nature sanctuaries,
hiking trails, wild flowers. Open space does not have paved roads, soccer and softball fields, paved
parking areas, or access for any type of motorized vehicles, including 4 wheelers.

Open space is an area free of buildings that is available for recreational use for the public.
Lots of free access to ride!

Land that is NOT developed, bulldozed or paved over.

Areas that are wooded or in natural grasses/weeds, or agricultural property

Open space is space without buildings and sidewalks. It is natural and can be used for walking,
horseback riding, picnicing, etc. It feels peaceful.

Land with no buildings and public roads.

Open space is an area that is free from housing or commercial development, that is available to the
general poulation for multiple uses; anaything from a sunday picnic to organized sports to hiking,
biking or activities such as horseback riding.

Fields or woods with no houses or business on it
Natural land; improved with equestrian or natural surface multi-use trails. Year round access.

Any public area that can be enjoyed by the public. Trails that are multi use/ hikers,trail riders
(Horses)bike riders, No motorized bikes. Open space can have trails or be an area for the public to
picnic, play ball, ect.

Open spaces are public spaces kept in their natural state and available for non-invasive outdoor
recreational activities such as horseback riding, bike riding, hiking, and camping.

Outdoor spaces that are not developed - parks - large farms - timberlands, wetlands, recreational
areas (not sports parks), etc.

Space that is "natural” ie not "modified" or "improved". Also space that is accessible to the public for
recreational use.

Open space is land that is free of human development, available to wildlife and people to use in a
way that is compatible with wildlife.

Land that has been minimally disturbed and is protected from future construction
miles of natural fields and forest.

Open space is land that is not developed for housing, shopping centers, parking lots, commercial
buildings, etc. To me, open space is land such as a park or a conservation area that has been
excluded from being developed and could be used for recreational use by the public.
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86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

91.

92.

93.

Open space is land that has been cleared or occurs naturally without forestation, and has not been
paved or otherwise covered with any substance or object that would inhibit the natural growth of
vegetation.

That is a probelm. The Zoning Ordiance has a definition for Open Space and one for Natural Open
Space. My definition is a combination of both - space that allows for either passive or active
recreational activities.

Open space is where there are no houses/structures.

Areas in as natural a state as possible; a paved area is the worst, a regularly mowed area (like

playing fields) are second worst. Natural or slightly managed woodlands are the best (removing
invasive non-native species would be good management) and area of infrequently mowed grass
interspersed with wooklands are next best.

Without development or structures.

Space the radical Prince William Conservation Alliance wants to turn into a taxpayer funded liberal
indoctrination center to help provide additional taxpayer funds to Nature's Wonder World Inc.

All of the above in addition to being able to have a buffer between the highways and commercial/
residential areas

Open space is land that is not developed in any way. It is wooded or could be maintained as natural
woods, shribland or grassland, could have a dirt trail through it, but would have no pavement no
structural facilities and no formal recreation activity occurring on it. A golf course, for example, is not
open space.

Land not developed for commercial, residential, highways, storage, - natural land, meaning tread
upon lightly in all respects, left and managed for wildlife and plants (trees, shrubs, herbaceous)
allowing natural resource systems - land and waterways of the watershed - to function together with
minimal human interference benefiting people and the fauna and flora. The goal to reduce
fragmentation of forests and lands now so there will be some for the future.

Related to your above list of functions, | would not include historic sites, cemeteries, or land for
active recreation in open space. These sties are just not developed for residential or commercial
purposes. They do not generally provide the benefits for wildlife, habitat, watershed protection, etc.
that | would attribute to open space.

Natural open space is a forest of trees. Open space that is not "natural” open space can include
parks/fields with trees.

Available to the public for multi-use.

A area of land that is not covered with homes or businesses. Visibility should only be obstructed by
trees or other land masses.

Any space that is vegetated, whether forest or meadow, and can serve as habitat for wildlife and
provide passive recreational opportunities for people. I might be convinced that athletic fields could
qualify as open space, but not rec centers or pools (concrete and asphalt have no place in open
space). Historic sites are trickier. Manassas Battlefield could be open space, but not necessarily
Weems Botts Museum. Every site that isn't a home or shopping center is not automatically open
space.

Your Organization Name Here
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Parks and Open Space Survey

Respondents: 116 Status:
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Date:
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11.

12.

13.
14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

11/28/2005 Closed Date:

How do you use open space?

Recreation, sports, hiking, enjoying the scenery

Walking, hiking, jogging, bicycling, viewing, picture taking (photography), historical significance
Picnics, family activities, and passive recreation.

Jogging or walking with my family

Mountin biking, fishing, walking/hiking, picnicing, discovering nature with my children.

Open space is a major contributor to rest, relaxation, and recuperation from the overcrowding on the
roads, shopping areas, and housing complexes. Basically, it serves to be available to residents to
allow them to "commune with nature"” and have some "quiet time" without the constant on-rush of a
crowded community.

hiking, exploring, exercising and relaxation
Mainly softball, football and letting the kids run around.

| use open space as athletic fields, Hiking in the woods, Playing with my kids, having a picnic,
camping, fishing, letter boxing

golf
Hiking, walking, biking, dog exercise

I use open space for hiking, walking, bicycling,meditation, and an opportunity to enjoy nature's
many gifts.

hiking, cycling and other sporting activities
Recreationally with my children. We visit and play local parks.

Hiking, picnicing, nature walks, running trails, bike trails, camping. We really need more indoor pools
as well.

dog parks, hiking, biking, enjoy looking at....sometimes nothing, that's why it's 'open’

Depending on the type of open space, it can be used for recreation, for wildlife, and overall just to
prevent overdevelopment of an area.

hiking, sports, enjoying nature, (deer, trees, wildlife)

As a family we hike all the time. We enjoy something scenic like Leesylvania State Park or around an
historic site, we take our child to a park on a regular basis and we take our dog to dog parks.

Walk, cycle
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It's not to be "used," to my way of thinking. It is there to balance (ecologically and aesthetically) all
of the non-open space. Some people may use it to go walking, but by definition, it would not offer

21. parking, so even that use would be limited. It buffers residential areas from roads, businesses and
other residential areas. It provides space for wildlife, and buffers residential areas from over-
visitation by some wildlife, as well as protecting wildlife fromm human encroachment.

22. I enjoy looking at open spaces and the wildlife that inhabit them.

23. My children and | enjoy going to parks and camping. We also like to have picnics and going fishing.
24. Hiking, bike riding, picknicking

25. trail riding with my horse

26. Equestrian rings, trails

27. I use it for equine related activities.

28. trails,equestrian ,nature ,hiking

| use open space, Manassas Battlefield, every weekend, usually both days, to ride my horse. | will
29. meet my friends there and we usually ride for 3-5 hours. We will ride under 66 to ride into Bull Run.
As you can see we NEED more public horse trails.

30. Both for riding horseback and hiking.

31. I use it for horseback riding.

32. Take my dogs to walk and play.

33. By riding my horse and enjoying the scenery!
34. trail riding, pleasure equestrian activities

35. Hiking, biking and horseback riding

I enjoy trail riding and find it appalling that there are not more trails available to equestrians through
the county.

36.
37. horse riding and hiking
38. Horsebackriding, mountain biking

Horseback riding and golf PLUS getting away from developers who have clearly been allowed carte
blanche with our precious natural resources!

39.

The use of the open space should reflect the needs of the surrounding properties. In a suburban
residential area, the space should be primarily for group sports (soccer, baseball, etc). In a rural
area, more emphasis should be given to extensive trails and equine sports. As stated above, in all

40. cases, at least 50% of the open space should remain "wild" to preserve or create natural habitat for
existing or re-introduced native species. In Pr. Wm. Co., | use only the two small trails, one in
Nokesville Park and one at Valley View, for walking and horse-back riding. | enjoy the peace that
these two parks offer since | do not participate in group sports.

As a stream buffer, as environmental cleansing areas, for parks and rec type activities (trails/paths),
41. as a nature preserve, as historical preservation areas, | personally use it to enjoy equestrian
activities...and to appreciate nature.

42. hiking, mountain biking, horse back riding.
43. I ride my horse in open spaces - | also like to hike.
44. Horseback riding, running

I hike, ride horses, ride bikes and study the stars. | moved to Manassas 10 years ago because of the
open space available locally. | currently live in the Signal Hill/Arrow Wood community. | am looking
to move to another area, perhaps Catlett because of the over building and lack of concern for nature
lovers such as myself.

45.

46. Hiking, horse-back riding, nature studies.

For hiking, walking (both alone and with my dog), horse-back riding, photography, enjoying nature,

47. -
picnics
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74.
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76.

77.

78.
79.
80.

Trail riding, competitive equestrian activities, and hiking.
Horseback riding and hiking

Trail riding, hiking, frisbee with the kids, spreading out a blanket and reading a book, meditation,
prayer.

Multi use is the best. (Equestrians, bikers, hikers, et)
Exercise of horses and myself. To enjoy any spaces available throughout the county.

I enjoy hiking and horseback riding. Because PWC has no real equistrian trails we have to go outside
the county to ride.

You don't necessarily have to "use" the open space. It will act as a water filter as well as an air filter.
Passive uses such as hiking, biking and equestrian trail riding would have minimal impact on this
type of open space and preserve it as open space

Hiking, horseback riding

| use open space to commune with nature in a spiritual sense whether it is by walking or on
horseback or visiting historical sites.

TO BE USED FOR TRAIL RIDING AND SHOWS

I own a horse and enjoy the trails

Walking, horseback riding, photography.

Picnics, soccer, walking trails, horeseback riding, stop and smell the flowers

Riding on the trails with my horse and hound

Horseback riding, hiking

for cross-country or trails.

Trail riding with my horses enjoying the beautiful undeveloped open spaces of our county.
walking,hiking, viewing

I ride my horse on equestrian trails (outside of PWC since our county doesn't have equestrian trails!)
I sometimes hike through woods.

Ride my horse and occasionally hike
Trail riding
riding horses and hiking

Open space, as defined above, does not exist for the public. However, | use public trails for
equestrian activities and hiking.

| take walks in it, | took my children when they were young to play at parks, | ride my horses in
open space/park land.

Ride and walk as much as possible on weekends

Habitat, riding trails for horses, cross-recreational purposes for many people to enjoy the pastoral,
bucolic views and open space.

Trail riding (horse)
| like to enjoy it with my horse.
A peaceful place for trails for hiking, biking, horseback riding.

I and my family use open spaces, both munincipal park area and federal park lands for a variety of
recreational purposes. (see my response above)

For horse trail riding, biking or hiking, multi use trails, Arena, or show facilities for horses
Horseback riding or hiking

I have a horse and enjoy riding public trails.
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81. Horseback riding

82. Walking, hunting, horseback riding, picnics, other similar recreational activities.
83. Recreational. Horse, bike, foot trails.

84. Horse back riding, hiking

85. Birding, hiking, photography

86. Riding horses on trails, camping, hiking and other passive recreation.

I use open space for walking, bike riding, and horseback riding. Natural surface multi-use trails are
ideal for all three activities.

87.
88. Parks, picnic areas, recreation areas.

89. Both active and passive recreational activities

90. Pastures and woodland. Wildlife flourishes and you get the feeling of being free.
91. Ride horse or walk through.

92. Riding my horse, walking/hiking.

93. With my Stihl chainsaw.

94. For relaxation and for a peace of mind.

The value of open space should not be defined soley by public USE - it has an intrinsic value - to
95. filter water, to clear the air, to provide wildlife habitat, to provide visual relief from all the
development that is occuring. But | could go birdwatching or go for a walk in it.

To visit, observe and learn from and about natural interaction of species while giving them haven.

96. Refreshing spirit after traffic, mobs, work, shopping experience.

Acutal use would be for passive recreation. However, open space provides values outside of actual
97. use. Lets call it an emotional peacefulness that comes with the presence of the open space and
associated wildlife which can be enjoyed regardless of whether you actual use it for recreation.

08 My favorite open space is Burke Lake Park, in Fairfax. That park has facilities for hiking, canoeing,
" golf, frisby games, and picnicing, etc.

99. walking, bird watching

100. As a place for relaxation, to observe wild life, to spend recreation time with family, to enjoy the view

I use open space for hiking, walking and bike riding. Taking walks with my husband and looking for
101. wildlife, enjoying the peace and quiet and destressing. | guess back in the 70's that would be
"communing with nature.”
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